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Reviewed book on the Czechoslovak export to China since 1918 up to 1992 is
a unique attempt covering some less known facts and details about not only
economic contacts between Central Europe and People’s Republic of China.
Although the Czech lands have never been a major economic partner to China, the author examines and explores shores of mutual relations as discovered by his long-lasting archival research conducted mainly in the Czech,
British and Chinese archives.
China has traditionally been a target of certain mysteries and misunderstandings originating in the lack of knowledge about the country
which soon on the second half of the 20th century became the biggest exponent of the leftist ideology. Contribution of Aleš Skřivan’s book lies not only
in detailed delineation of mutual Czechoslovak-Chinese economic relations
but speciﬁcally in its orientation in economic processes which led China
from the Imperial to Maoist era.
The book is logically divided into two parts. The ﬁrst is dedicated to
the period from 1918 to 1939, which basically covers the democratic era from
the foundation of an independent Czechoslovakia until the World War II. The
second part examines deeper and ideologically inﬂuenced relations from the
end of the World War II until the separation of former Czechoslovakia in
1992. For the most of the time, both countries belonged to the same ideological Bloc although Chinese international ambitions were largely incompatible
with those of the former USSR and its allies, including Czechoslovakia. This
ideological shift had its origin in the 1950s and there are many diﬀerent interpretations of these events but generally it can be said that Maoist China
was dissatisﬁed with its marginalized role in a bipolar world. Mao’s strategy
was to diﬀerentiate between Soviet and Chinese way of Socialism. Ideological
as well as political and economic disputes between China and Soviet Union
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led Beijing in the 1960s to broader cooperation with non-Communist countries and had an impact on international trade with the Soviet allies.
The crucial period for mutual economic, political and cultural relations of Czechoslovakia and China came after the proclamation of People’s Republic of China in 1949. Soon after, both countries were tied by close ideology
and so far almost unknown Czechoslovakia became more frequented term
among Chinese Communists. This cooperation was reﬂected also in scientiﬁc
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sphere although in most cases these relations were rather one-sided as inﬂuenced by rather rural and technically less developed character of China and rela-
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tively suﬃcient industrial nature of Czechoslovakia. Soviet-Chinese disputes
led after 1960 to a continual decrease of Czechoslovak export to China.
Gradual increase of Chinese international trade relations came
after 1978 when reformists gained control over the state which found itself
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